
Beste Lezer, hier zijn wat 
trans*feministische herwerkingen 
van het taalgebruik en de 
verbeelding rond termen als 
soevereiniteit, vrijheid, 
onafhankelijkheid en autonomie. 
Dit cluster aan woorden kom je 
vaak tegen in technologisch-
activistische gemeenschappen. 
Daar worden ze gebruikt om het te 
hebben over de soorten 
gereedschappen, softwares, 
netwerken en servers die we nodig 
hebben en in de wereld willen zien. 
We hebben ze leren kennen als 
positieve termen waar we ons 
achter kunnen scharen. Het zijn 
echter termen die impliciet en soms 
ook expliciet (af)scheiding inplaats 
van relatie benadrukken. Het zijn 
ook termen die technische-utopias 
elders veronderstellen, in tijd of 
plaats. Hoe kunnen we in de buurt 
blijven van de problematiek waar 
we nu mee te maken hebben. 
Deze boekenlegger stelt een 
woordenschat voor die we kunnen 
gebruiken om anders te spreken 
over wenselijke en gewenste 
technologische vergezichten. 
Vanuit de wens ze niet te 
vervangen, maar van een 
dynamische spanning te voorzien, 
zijn veel van de termen op deze lijst 
aanpassingen van bestaande 
concepten.
–
Dear Reader, here are some 
trans*feminist reworkings of 
vocabularies and imaginaries 
linked to sovereignity, freedom, 
independence and autonomy. 
This cluster of words is often used in 
activist tech-communities to talk 
about the kind of tools, softwares, 
networks and servers we need and 
want. We have learned to 
understand them as positive, but 
they implicitly and sometimes 
explicitly foreground separation 
rather than relation. They evoke 
techno-utopias elsewhere, instead of
staying with the trouble that we are
already entangled in. 
This bookmark proposes some other 
ways we might speak about the 
desirable and desired horizons of 
technology. Many of the terms on 
this list modify existing concepts; 
rather than trying to replace them 
they introduce dynamic tension.

Antwerp(en), April 2019
Networks with An Attitude
–
Sources +  updates : 
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interdependencies
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“Networks that have life in 
the center” (Tatiana)

Ambivalent Precarity
Ambivalente Precariteit
Precaritate Ambivalentă
Precaridade Ambivalente
Précarité ambivalente
Διφορούμενη Αβεβαιότητα
Precariedad Ambivalente 

“Precarity is ambivalent, 
because we are always 
dependent on other people, 
from the begining, but other 
people can also harm us, so 
we need an understanding of 
ethics to cope with this 
ambivalence.” (Judith Butler)

Affirmative Technologies
Bevestigingstechnologie / 

Bekrachtigingstechnologie
Tehnologii Afirmative
Technologies affirmatives
Καταφατικές (ως προς το 

σύστημα) Τεχνολογίες 
Tecnologías Afirmativas

Technologies that implement 
affirmative ethics.
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“Calling for hybridized poly-
lingualism and creolization on 
a global scale is an affirmative 
answer to the coercive mono-
culturalism imposed by the 
colonial and imperial powers. 
The ethics of productive 
affirmation is a different way of 
handling the issue of how to 
deal with pain and traumas and
to operate in situations which 
are extreme, while working to 
bring out the generative force 
of zoe – life beyond the ego-
bound human” (Rosi Braidotti)

Affective Infrastructures
Gevoelige infrastructuur
Infrastructuras afectivas
Infrastructuri afective
Infrastructures affectives
Υποδομές που μεριμνούν
Infraestructuras Afectivas

“What remains for our 
pedagogy of unlearning is to 
build affective infrastructures
that admit the work of desire 
as the work of an aspirational
ambivalence” (Lauren 
Berlant)

And-And-Networks
En-En-Netwerken
Rețele Și-Și
Y Y Redes

Archipelagic
Archipelagisch
Και-και-Δίκτυα
Archipiélago

(Edouard Glissant)

Aspirational Ambivalence
Ambitieuze Ambivalentie
Ambivalență Pretențioasă
Ambivalence ambitieuse 
Διφορούμενη Φιλοδοξία
Ambivalencia Aspiracional

See: Affective Infrastructures

Collective Individuation
Collectieve Individuatie
Individuare Colectivă
Individualisation collective
Συλλογική Εξατομίκευση
Individuación colectiva

(Yuk Hui and Harry Halpin)

Co-transformation
Co-transformatie
Co-transformation
Συν-μεταμόρφωση
Co-transformación

“... what all of these new 
transgressive, intersectional, 
and integrative movements 
[of techno-feminism] have in 
common is an attitude of care
or concern. In many ways, 
they are caring, worrying, 
ready to take responsibility, 
anchored in the here and 
now, and on the lookout for 
new types of relations. While 
searching for answers to 
global and local problems, 
engaging in scientific 
research, and devising 
technological solutions, this 
attitude of care contributes to
the establishment of a new 
form of knowledge, a 
knowledge that rejects 
objectivization and is 
interested not only in 
observations and 
representations but also in 
transformations – in forging 
relations with things, in 
being affected, and thus in 
changing itself and the world 
in a process of co-
transformation.” (Cornelia 
Solfrank)

Diffractive Technologies
Brekingstechnologieën
Τεχνολογίες που προκαλούν 

διάθλαση

Dividual Networks
Zonderlijke Netwerken
Διασπάσιμα Δίκτυα

Network technologies that put 
dividuality at the center

Feminist Servers
Feministische Servers
Servidores Feministas
Server Feminist
Serveur féministe 
Choose your dependencies!
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Infrastructuras Feministas
Feministische Infrastructuren
Infrastructures féministes

Federated ...
Gefedereerde ...
… Fédéré

Entangled Autonomies
Verknoopte Autonomie
Autonomies emmêlées 

Indeterminate Precarity
Onbepaalde 

bestaansonzekerheid
Précarité incertaine

“Indeterminacy, the 
unplanned nature of time, is 
frightening, but thinking 
through precarity makes it 
evident that indeterminacy 
also makes life possible.” 
(Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing)

Intra-sectionality
Intra-doorsnedigheid
Intra-sectionnalité

Intersectional Technologies
Tussendoorsnedige 

technologieën
Technologies 

intersectionnelles 
Tehnologii Intersecționale

Interdependent Networks
Tussen-afhankelijke 

Netwerken
Réseaux interdépendants 
Rețele Interdependente

Livable Interdependency
Leefbare Tussen-

afhankelijkheid
Interdependență Suportabilă
Interdépendance possible

(Judith Butler)

Métissage
Kruisbestuiving

“If we posit métissage as, 
generally speaking, the 
meeting and synthesis of two 
differences, creolization 
seems to be a limitless 
métissage, it’s elements 
diffracted and its 
consequences unforeseeable. 
Creolization diffracts, 
whereas certain forms of 
métissage can concentrate 
one more time" (Edouard 
Glissant)

Nepantla
Midden-innig
Orizont-izare

"Nepantla is the point of 
contact y el lugar between 
worlds—between 
imagination and physical 
existence, between ordinary 
and nonordinary (spirit) 
realities." (Gloria Anzaldúa)

Non-sovereign relationality
Niet-onafhankelijke 

relationaliteit
Relaționalitate Nonsuverană
Rationalité non souveraine

(Lauren Berlant)

Paranodal Internet
Para-puntig Internet
Internet para-nodal

What is outside and beyond the 
form of the network?
"The paranode is the horizon, 
the site of futurity that 
contra-internet practices 
move toward. As contra-
infrastructure and theoretical
model, the paranode 
proposes two militancies: the 
practical search for antiwebs, 
which is not a killing or 
disappearing but a commons 
to come; and the intellectual 
task of making thinkable that
which is not only outside the 
internet but also beyond the 
network form itself." (Zach 
Blas)

Possible Ongoingness
Mogelijke Verdergaandheid
Continuité possible

“We all share this problem, 
and we all have very different 
ideas about what to do about 
it. That’s already hard 
enough. That does not mean 
the science is not settled on 
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climate change, or that 
relativism reigns; it does 
mean learning to compose 
possible ongoingness inside 
relentlessly diffracting 
worlds.” (Donna Haraway)

Ook-Plekken
Also-Spaces

(Reinaart vanHoe)

Queer Networks

Response-ability
Ver-Antwoord-elijkheid
Răspuns-abilitate

The ability to react to something 
but also taking responsability for
that response.
“Blaming Capitalism, 
Imperialism, Neoliberalism, 
Modernization, or some 
other “not us” for ongoing 
destruction webbed with 
human numbers will not 
work either. These issues 
demand difficult, unrelenting
work; but they also demand 
joy, play, and response-ability
to engage with unexpected 
others." (Donna Haraway)

Relational Agency
Relațional Arbitru

“Agency is not held, it is not a 
property of persons or things;
rather, agency is an 
enactment, a matter of 
possibilities for reconfiguring
entanglements.” (Lauren 
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